Houston City Guide
You’ve been pointed in this direction, because you’ve asked about living in Houston.  It’s a popular destination for expats.  A few things you should know:
Houston as a metropolitan area is huge – think urban sprawl
· It’s about 30 miles from the edge of downtime to the Grand Parkway (99) due West
· It’s about 45 miles from Pearland to the Woodlands (South to North)
· It is estimated more than 6 million people live in the Greater Houston Area (July 2011 estimate)
· The city of Houston has 2.1 million people
While public transport is possible, you will be seriously limiting where you can live if this is essential.
People tend to base decisions where they live on commuting and schooling concerns.  In terms of public (state) schooling, Katy, Cypress, the Woodlands & Sugarland are all well thought of – essentially, anywhere that is not HISD (Houston Independent School District).  Private schooling offering an international curriculum is also well represented, with the Village School ($11k - $21k per student) and Awty International School ($16k - $21k per student) as two examples.
In terms of commuting, the working schedule you follow will be important.  Houston rush hour starts earlier than the UK, so expect things to be packed by 7 AM.  If you are working in Sugarland, living in the Woodlands would be something only a masochist would consider.  Van pooling may also be offered by your employer, which can make a big difference.  If you are able to start work early, then it opens up more commuting opportunities – nothing is very busy before 6 AM.
Of the areas you will find BE members living in, it roughly breaks down as follows – you will find a little more written about these areas later.  Note this list is not exhaustive.  East Houston is essentially ignored:
· Woodlands (North of Houston, not actually part of Houston, officially)
· Cypress (Northwest Houston)
· Katy (West of Houston, not actually part of Houston, officially)
· Lakes on Eldridge, LOE North, Twin Lakes (NW Houston, just outside the Beltway)
· Sugarland (Southwest of Houston, not actually part of Houston, officially)
· Pearland (South of Houston, not actually part of Houston, officially)
· Memorial/Energy Corridor (West Houston)
· Galleria/Bellaire (just outside “the loop”
· Heights (just inside “the loop”, north of I10)
· West U/Rice Village (inside “the loop”, south of 59)

