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What documents, identification, and paperwork does a Lawful Legal Permanent Resident

(LPR) Green Card holder need to travel internationally?

Lawful Permanent Residents (LPR) of the U.S. must present a Permanent Resident Card ("Green Card", Form I-551), a Reentry
Permit (https://www.cbp.gov/travel/us-citizens/advance-parole-reentry-permit-and-refugee-travel-documentation-returning-
aliens-residing) (if gone for more than 1 year), or a Returning Resident Visa (if gone for 2 years or more) to reenter the United
States.

United States (U.S.) LPRs do not need a passport to enter the U.S. as per 8 CFR 211.1(a), (http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-
2011-title8-vol1/pdf/CFR-2011-title8-vol1-part211.pdf) however, they may need a passport to enter another country. Please
contact the embassy of the foreign country you will be traveling to for their requirements. 

While CBP does not require the passport as noted above, the airlines may have their own requirements, please check with

your airlines prior to travel. Also, travel documents for LPRs do not need to be valid for any certain amount of time. Your LPR

card only needs to be valid on the day that you are entering the US.

LPRs who are out of the U.S. for more than 180 days are subject to new immigrant inspection procedures as per 8 USC 1101.
(https://www.uscis.gov/ilink/docView/SLB/HTML/SLB/0-0-0-1/0-0-0-29/0-0-0-101.html)

Foreign nationals who have applied for permanent residency may need to be approved for advance parole prior to traveling out
of the U.S.

In order to be readmitted when traveling back to the U.S. (H1, H4, L1, L2, K3, K4 or V2, V3 holders do not require advance
parole (https://www.cbp.gov/travel/us-citizens/advance-parole) to travel abroad after applying to adjust status.

NOTE: U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) now issues employment and travel authorization on a single card for
certain applicants filing an Application to Register Permanent Residence or Adjust Status
(http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?
vgnextoid=3faf2c1a6855d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=db029c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RC
RD), Form I-485. 

The card looks similar to the current Employment Authorization Document (EAD) but will include text that reads, "Serves as
I-512 Advance Parole." A card with this text will serve as both an employment authorization and Advance Parole document.
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Related Government Sites
 

USCIS
(http://uscis.gov/)

FinCEN
(http://fincen.gov/)

DHS
(http://www.dhs.gov/index.shtm)

ICE
(http://www.ice.gov/)

TSA
(http://www.tsa.gov/)

OFAC
(http://www.ustreas.gov/offices/enforcement/ofac/)

EPA
(http://epa.gov/)

DOT
(http://www.dot.gov/)

USA Jobs
(http://usajobs.gov/)

USA.gov
(http://www.usa.gov/)

(/s/take-an-experience-survey)

 

CBP
Locations

Ports of Entry
(http://www.cbp.gov/contact/ports)

Border Patrol Sectors
(http://www.cbp.gov/border-security/along-us-borders/border-patrol-sectors)

Preclearance Locations
(http://www.cbp.gov/border-security/ports-entry/operations/preclearance)

Deferred Inspection Sites
(http://www.cbp.gov/document/guidance/deferred-inspection-sites)

Border/Airport Wait Times
(http://www.cbp.gov/travel/advisories-wait-times)
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StateDept
(http://travel.state.gov/)

FOIA
(https://www.cbp.gov/site-policy-notices/foia/)

TRIP
(http://www.dhs.gov/files/programs/gc_1169676919316.shtm)

ATF
(https://atf.gov/)

TTB
(https://ttb.gov/)

 

 (https://www.cbp.gov) 

 

Most Viewed Pages on CBP.gov
 

► Forms
(http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/toolbox/forms/)

► Ports of Entry
(http://www.cbp.gov/contact/ports/)

► Electronic System for Travel Authorization (ESTA)
(https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov/)

► User Fee Decals and Transponders
(https://www.cbp.gov/trade/basic-import-export/uftd-info/)

► Duty Rates
(https://www.cbp.gov/trade/programs-administration/determining-

duty-rates/)

► Publications
(https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/publications/)

► Know Before You Go
(https://www.cbp.gov/travel/us-citizens/know-before-you-go/)

► Importing into the U.S.
(https://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Importing%20into

► Importing a Motor Vehicle
(https://www.cbp.gov/trade/basic-import-export/importing-car)

► Exporting a Vehicle
(https://www.cbp.gov/trade/basic-import-export/export-docs/motor-

vehicle)

 

 

DHS Civil Rights and Civil Liberties
(https://www.dhs.gov/office-civil-rights-and-civil-liberties)

Report Suspicious Activity to
1-800-BE-ALERT

 

 

NOTE: The answers provided in this forum are for
general information purposes only. Utilizing this

forum does not constitute Reasonable Care under
Informed Compliance guidelines.
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International Callers (202) 325-8000
TTY (866) 880-6582
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