14th Feb 

Well after a very long journey but 2 good fights with Singapore Airlines we are now with our family in Papamoa B.O.P. I have to say the new terminal 3 at Changi is superb also the transit hotel. We booked in for 8 hours at a cost of  £34.85 for the room, which was excellent. We have wheelchair assistant because of the size of the place. We were collected from the plane, taken directly to the transit hotel and collected again when we checked out. From there we were taken to a special services lounge again this was very nice with tea, coffee & water provided free of charge. They held our boarding cards but gave us a sticker to wear stating that we were being assisted. We were allowed to wander in and out to go and get something to eat etc. If anyone has friends or relatives who need assistance I can certainly recommend this service. You do not have to be disabled to use it.  It can be used for children traveling alone or older people not used to flying.

After getting to Gail’s we unpacked and then had a trip to Fashion Island a small shopping precinct just down the road. Called at the Barbers run by 2 girls from Birkenhead (Denise & Marilyn) who together with their families are big friends of Gail, Doug & Ryan.  Their parents arrive on Saturday.

Friday 15th Feb 

Decided to go and sort out the car hire for next week. Reminded Richard, the owner that we had been promised a 10% discount if we returned. We used the same company last year but the then owner Gavin had sold out to Richard. Anyway after I had put his arm up his back he agreed to give us the discount.   Gail is off work until Wednesday so we do not need one until then. From there we went into Tauranga to have lunch at the Crown & Badger this is by the harbour so we ate outside in the sunshine.   WE had a little walk round Bayfair Shopping Centre and then home for a rest as we are still suffering from a little jetlag.

Saturday 16th Feb

Seem to be getting over the jet lag slept a bit longer last night. Gail & Doug went to the shop and Ryan was going to play cricket. Steve a friend took Ryan so dropped us off a Palm Beach Plaza on the way.  Was strolling round the shops when it started to pour down but it did not last long then the sun was shining again.  Decided we would go over to Fashion Island to have a pie & cup of tea at Jesters. They have some peculiar concoctions but are very good.  Alan had beef casserole & I had mince & cheese.  We bumped into Marilyn from the barbers who kindly ran us back to Gail’s about 1.30. 

We went to our first party tonight. It was a surprise 40th for Christine. This family came here 3 years ago from Accrington. They have 2 girls & a boy and love it here. We had to take a “plate” so we took a Steak & Onion Pie. The steak of course was from Doug Jarvis Family Butchers shop.  Met a very nice couple that originate from Burnley. During the conversation we said we were going to visit The Bay area near Auckland. They informed us that this was where they lived and we must not even consider booking into a hotel we had to stay with them and they would tell us where to go and what to see. So that’s something to look forward to when Gail goes off to Australia on business for a few days at the beginning of March. 

Sunday 17th Feb

We were supposed to be going to the air show today then we got an invite to go Jet Skiing.

Well you are never too old to try something new so off we went. Alan had a go first and then me. I have the photos to prove it but unfortunately forgot to pack the cable to download them onto Ryan’s computer so they will have to wait until we get back.  Ryan is getting quite proficient at it he will want one soon.  It belongs to Kath & Steve who he baby-sits for so they often take him with them.  After our exciting day we are having a relaxing evening & going in the hot tub.

Monday 18th Feb

We had an unusual day today. Denise from the barbers had arranged for cover for the shop because her Mother Gwen arrived on Saturday. However, she rang in sick so Denise had work after all. Her father-in-law Robbie is here as well, he came in August and is spending the summer with them.  Anyway Gail kindly said they could come with us.  Gwen is full of fun so the day was no going to be dull.

We arranged to pick them up at 9.30 and drive to Waihi to have a ride on the Goldfields Railway. It runs from Waihi to Waikino and takes about 20 – 30 minutes taking in some lovely scenery.  Price per adult $15 & $10 seniors return, well worth the money. There was a party of Australians in the “first class carriage” we were an open truck with wooden seats. A lady was preparing tables for tea & biscuits for the passengers in first class who had gone into Waihi.  What does Gwen do but go and pinch a biscuit. All in good fun of course, the lady feeling sorry for us brought the box over so we could help ourselves. We even allowed some the Australians to come into our carriage to take some photos of the scenery. From there we went to the Martha Gold Mine it mines approx 1 million dollars per week.  We did not get any free samples though.

Tues 19th Feb

Went out for a meal last night to celebrate Gail’s birthday which is today, we went last night because Dougie is going to cook something special tonight. 

This morning we had a ride into Whakatane taking Gwen & Robbie with us. Went into the sea on the way there and was hit by a huge wave got very wet up to the knees.  Nothing exciting to report other than having a meal & a ride to the look out point to look across the bay.  When we got home some flowers were on the doorstep. They were from Ian for Gail and are lovely.

There is a gathering of the clans tonight at The Rain pub on Fashion Island.  Apart from us there are a number of parent’s aunt’s uncles & cousins visiting their families who are friends of Gail & Doug’s so it should be quite a party. Meeting about 7.30 but will be home again for about 9.30. 

Wed 20th Feb

Picked up the car at 8 30 am and made our way to Rotorua. Arrived at Whakarewarewa Thermal Village at around 10 am and by now it was pouring down.  We saw some people coming out of the booking office wearing plastic macs. so of course we went and bought 2.  The sky was very dark and looked as if it was set for the day. Would you believe it the minute we put the macs on it stopped raining and the sun came out.

We had a very pleasant lady guide who escorted us round the village showing us the “Maori microwaves.” These are volcanic steam vents where they cook their food for free. It’s a wooden box in the ground with a lid on.  The tour & show were well worth the $25.

After leaving there we went into Rotorua for some lunch deciding on The Fat Dog we had heard so much about. We had been told the meals were enormous so we settled for a Tuna & Cheese Panini with some chips. Good job we ordered for 1 because we could still have fed another 4 with the amount they gave us. Needless to say we had to leave some. From there we went to book our tickets for the Tattoo on Sunday we would like to have gone on Saturday but there were no book able seats left. We went to the information centre to find out where to book the tickets and I don’t know why but she sent us to the wrong place.  She sent us to the Events Centre which is through the park instead of the Convention Centre.  I am glad she sent us the wrong way though because it is a beautiful park and they were playing croquet on the green something I have only seen in Alice in Wonderland. 

Thurs 21st Feb

Decided to have an easy day today so we had a ride into Tauranga. Had a short stroll and we noticed quite a lot of men & women in uniform. They were a brass band from Holland and they entertained us in the main street.  It was nice to sit & listen to them and of course they had to play Tulips from Amsterdam. From there we went to Mt Maunganui Hot Salt Water Pools. Healing salt water is warmed to a bone soothing 39ºC in the large soaking pool, three private pools and two outdoor spa pools. There is also a cooler 32ºC active pool and a toddler’s pool with fountains, a waterfall and slide for the younger bathers. We really enjoyed it and are highly recommended.  It is very good value, $6 for seniors we found it very beneficial and certainly got our monies worth.

Gail went to Auckland this morning on business and will not be back until Friday evening. Doug & Ryan are sorting out a new walk in freezer for the shop (he has been renting one) so we are going to go to The Diner for our evening meal after that who knows.

Fri 22nd Feb

Well we have been here a week already and it has passed very quickly.  Thought we would spend some time on the beach today but when we got up it was pouring with rain hopefully it will clear up later like it did the other day. We are going to another party tonight it’s at Marilyn’s.  It’s for all the parents, aunts, uncles etc. Nick, Marilyn’s husband says it’s for the Chelsea Pensioners I said we would prefer to be called The Golden Oldies or Twirlies. They did not know what I meant by Twirlies. It’s when you have a bus pass you can only use it after 9 am if you try to get on at 8.45 you are told you are “too early”

Gail is still away and does not know what time she will be back so Doug & I decided we would take a couple of mince & onion plate pies to take to the party tonight the mince of course from his shop. The only trouble with being a butcher he thinks he is expected to take something with beef in it which can work out quite expensive. As with a lot of other things here food is expensive. I have found the prices are similar to the UK but wages are a lot lower here.  Well it has not stopped raining so abandoned the idea of going on the beach, so went to Woolworth’s to get some supplies. Woolworth’s here is similar to Tesco. After that I thought I would do something exciting so I ironed. 

It’s now 4 o clock and it’s still raining so they have cancelled the party for the time being.  It was going to be outside because there was such a lot going so it will have to be re-arranged. Good job I had not started making the pies. The forecast for tomorrow is rain as well and then it should be OK after that. 

We managed to go to Marilyn’s after all last night and it did not rain.

Sat 23rd Feb

Not much to report today. We had a ride to Bayfair, Fashion Island and the shop. Doug & friends are picking up the walk in fridge after the shop closes and setting it up.  They are having a BBQ tonight as a thank you for the people who helped with the fridge, hope it stays dry.  

Well the day turned out different after all. Ryan got his first car (Mazda 323) he’s 16 can’t believe they are allowed to drive so young. He’s outside with his friends giving it the once over. I am glad we were here for this momentous occasion. Something else Ryan has done since we arrive he started his job release programme, He wants to be a plumber.  He came home on Wednesday as black as the ace of spades he had been digging a trench for drains.  Maybe he will change his mind and be a butcher like his Dad its cleaner.  

We managed to have the BBQ tonight in spite of the rain.

 

Sun 24th Feb

 

It’s getting boring now its never ceased raining today.  What’s happened to the weather in the B.O.P., it’s supposed to be warm & sunny. Anyway had another lazy day apart from going out with Ryan in his car to give him a lesson on driving a manual one.   At 4.30 we set off for Rotorua, as I said earlier we were going to the Tattoo. It rained all the way there, during the performance and all the way back.  It did not deter the performers it was a very good show ending with 1812 overture with cannons & fireworks.  The Royal Marines Band from the UK was there also the one from Holland we had seen in Tauranga.  The forecast for tomorrow’s weather is hot, lets hope so or I will be coming back with webbed feet.

Mon 25th Feb

The sun decided to shine down on us today and it was lovely. Seeing that we did not get to the beach the other day because of the bad weather we went today. We took the chairs & sunshade and watched the surfers.  Apart from them the only other people there were a little boy & his dog that were dodging the waves.  I think his father was watching from the car park, which is next to the beach.  Later on went for a snack at the Diner then back home. Alan did a bit of gardening because the dandelions had shot up with all the rain we had had. I sunbathed in the garden watching him.  We had bangers & mash for tea and then went in the hot tub.

26th Feb

We have had a busy day today. Gail had a few appointments so we set off on our own to Hamilton.  Arriving about 11.30 we promptly went to find the Waikato River Cruises. On arriving there was a lunch cruise departing a 12.30 so decided to go on it. It was $45 for the cruise including lunch. We had a bread selection with dips for starters but the main course was the novelty item. We had a choice of 6 to be cooked on a stone grill.  I chose the chicken & Alan the steak, they bring it on a volcanic stone that has been super-heated to 400 degrees Celsius. When it arrives the meat is raw and you see it cook before your eyes. We had a desert & tea or coffee to follow.  As we were eating we cruised along the River Waikato. The whole experience was very good.

From there we went to Hamilton Gardens. They must be lovely when in full bloom but the flowers were dying off. It’s a very big so we only covered a small part of it. We did the Paradise Garden Collection which includes Chinese, English, Japanese, American Italian & Indian gardens.

Alan drove there and I drove back. I felt like I was in a James Bond movie because the roads are very hilly & twisting.

We ended yesterday by going in the hot tub and we shall be in there again tonight after this afternoons outing.

Wed 27th Feb

We stayed round here today.  Gail wanted some bit & bats for the shop and also spend her birthday money so we went into Tauranga.  Had fish & chips for lunch sitting on the quayside. The equivalent to UK cod is hoki, it was very good.  We only ordered for 1 to share between Alan and me because as I have said before the potions here are enormous. 

When we came back Gail went to the shop but showed us the way to a friend’s house that now lives here. This world is certainly getting smaller. When Gail, Doug & Ryan first moved here they accidentally met a girl called Julie & husband Mark and they all went to the same school back in Tyldesley. They had been here 3 years and were a big help to them. The friend we went to see is Julie’s Mum Lynne she has been here 4 months. Now this is the funny part I used to mind Lynne & her sister when they were little girls. This was in the days when you could knock on someone’s door and ask “can I take your baby for a walk” and they let you. Today you would have to be registered. They moved away from us back in the UK so lost track of them. It was lovely to see her again after all these years and she has not changed one bit. I don’t mean that she has always looked 60 but she still has the lovely smile she always had. She is on our wedding photos taken in 1958 who would have thought then we would be meeting up with one another in New Zealand. A day trip to Blackpool or Southport and you had to stop half way for a drink & toilet and they are only about an hour away from where we live.

Thurs 28th Feb.

As I was having my nails done in the morning we had not made any plans as to what we would do for the rest of the day. I arrived back at Gail’s around 11.30 so we decided to have a ride into Te Puke which is not far away.  On the way we passed a sign for Looking Glass Garden and I thought to myself “that’s sounds interesting”. We had a bite to eat where Julie works and asked her if she knew anything about it. She had not been herself but had heard good reports.  So in for a penny we went. Its 6 kilometres off the main road but after about 3 kilometres the road changes into a dirt track. We eventually came upon the gardens.  At the entrance there was an honesty box $5 adult’s $2.50 child. There were wide steps leading down & down & down and then pathways also going down leading to e.g.  Never Never Land, Three Little Pigs houses, Peter Pan Pond to name but a few.  I felt as if we had actually walked through Alice’s Looking Glass it is one of the most peaceful places I have ever been to.  There was no one else there and all the while I was thinking the further we go down the further we have to climb back, but there was no turning back now.  Amidst all the foliage & breathtaking scenery you would find somewhere to sit & even toilets. Sadly we could not see it all there was far too much for us to cover. There were signs for the road so we took a short cut and it was not as bad coming up as it was going down.  We even met the lady owner was in her little Volkswagen (Herbie) going to collect her granddaughter from school. She asked if we had enjoyed her garden, she lives within the grounds.  She said “did you notice the little brown house” our reply was we had and she informed us this was going to be Hansel & Gretel’s house so they are adding to it all the time. So what we thought was going to be an uneventful day turned out to be a very enjoyable & different one.  

Fri 29th Feb

For those of you who are expecting photos of our holiday you could be disappointed. Something went wrong with the camera and I think I have lost everything. So the last 2 weeks of photos have gone. It seems to be Ok again now maybe there are gremlins in it. I will not be able to prove I went jet skiing now.  Never mind there are worse things at sea.

Anyway today we went to Rainbow Springs Nature Park & Kiwi Encounter in Rotorua.  We took the 45 minute tour of the Kiwi Encounter first; it was just going at 12.30.  The volunteer tour guide was very knowledgeable but very boring. Usually they are very enthusiastic but she appeared to be fed up of telling the same story. The highlight of this tour was seeing a baby kiwi being fed and weighed.  We went into darkened enclosure which emulates their natural environment. It was very dark & we had to keep very quiet. Even so one of the kiwis got very agitated so we were asked to leave.  Afterwards we went into Rainbow Springs. Here you can see trout, eels & birds. We should have seen emus as well but part of the park was closed for renovation.  The cost for adults if $45 and there is a reduction for children & seniors. It should have been $40 for us but were charged $36 due to closures. To be perfectly honest I enjoyed our day far more yesterday we were able to sit and rest when we wanted to and also be able to go at our own speed. They advised that to do the two it takes 2 hours we needed more like 3. On the way there we called at Paradise Valley Springs Lion Park. I think we would have liked this better. It’s off the beaten track but its only $25 adult’s $22.50 seniors & $12.50 children. We would have seen birds, trout & there is a wildlife sanctuary as well.  When available you can feed the lion cubs at 2.30 p.m. So maybe we will do that next time we come. 

We went to Kath & Steve’s last night for a BBQ. Marilyn & Co came as well. Marylyn’s Mum & Dad have now gone to Marilyn’s brothers for the rest of their holiday. It has been rather crowded in their house for the past 2 weeks. There were 9 of them altogether.   Denise & family should have come as well but they moved into their new house yesterday.  It was a nice evening we played roulette and also played ten pin bowling & tennis on the wii. I was the only one who had any chips left at the end of the roulette game so I won. I did not get a prize though.

Sat 1st March

It weekend again and guess what it’s raining. We had not made any plans for today so we sorted out what we were taking with us tomorrow.  We are off on our travels until Thurs or Fri depending on the weather. We will leave about 9 am and expect to get to Christine & Martins between 12 & 1 pm. They live at Mairangi Bay. Our intension is to tour this area.  We are going to Darren & Heather’s tonight it’s his birthday (they also come from Tyldesley) They came here together with their son & daughter just after Gail Doug & Ryan and have settled in very well. So in total we now have 6 people who all went to the same school at the same time in the UK.  

This will be my last report until we get back but I will make notes so that I will not forget anything.

Sun 2nd March 

Left Gail's at 9.15 after a good run we arrived at Christine & Martin's at 12.45 we only stopped a couple of times to change drivers. They had to go somewhere so they pointed us the direction of Brown's Bay. This is a nice little seaside resort and we watched them playing boules for a while on the seafront. Had a late lunch and then went to have the Penguino ice cream that had been recommended.  It was delicious. We were tired by then so returned to have an early night. Christine has given us a key so that we can come & go as we please and we have a nice upstairs bedroom & second lounge unfortunately the bathroom is down stairs. From here we can see Auckland quite clearly.


Mon 3rd March 

We are now in North Shore staying in Mairangi Bay. We drove to   
Devonport to get the ferry to Waiheke Island its $25 return for   
seniors. Alan had forgotten his hat and it was very hot so we decided   
to have a look round Devonport, get a hat from the $2 shop have a bit   
of lunch and get the 1.10 ferry. It takes 35 minutes to get to the   
island. In the leaflet it said there was a 1 & half hour tour of the 
island, which sounded ideal for us, as we cannot do a lot of walking. It   
was now 1.45 and the last tour had already gone. We settled for an $8   
hop on & off bus ticket. We got off at Oneroa Beach. This is a lovely   
little resort and I wish we had time to have done more bays such as   
Birkenhead & Blackpool. but the last ferry was 4 pm to Devonport. We   
met an American couple and shared a taxi to the ferry terminal (he 
insisted on paying the $5) we then got the ferry to Auckland because we could get a one back to Devonport from there at a cost of $4.70 single.   
This was a very interesting day and did not cost the earth. On our   
return to Christine & Martin’s we insisted we take them out for dinner   
to repay their kindness.  We said we wanted to take them somewhere   
nice & they suggested Aubergines’s in Takapuna although they said it   
was quite expensive.  The trouble is wages are a third of UK wages so   
it was not expensive to us. It cost $141 for the 4 of us.  They then   
took us on a tour of the North Shore taking in Milford & Orewa to name   
a few. Christine was driving and as we rounded a bend there was a full   
grown sheep in front of us. We thought it was going to ram (pardon the   
pun) the car but it changed its mind and wandered off. 

Tues 4th March

I have to say the weather in NZ is as unpredictable as in the UK. We awoke this morning to find it pouring with rain.  Never daunted we set off for the Coromandel at 9.45 thinking the traffic around Auckland would have slackened off by then but it had not, it was very congested and we are not used to that here. We stopped for lunch at Thames and while we were there we went into a photographic shop. We explained what had happened with the camera and the man said there was a chance we could retrieve them but his equipment was not strong enough. So there is hope for our photos. Eventually it stopped raining and we arrived in Coromandel town early afternoon and went to find some accommodation. We saw a sign for Gold Mine Cottages and they had vacancies.  However it was up a very steep hill and when we got there it had a lot of steps up to it so it was not suitable. We had noticed the Coromandel Hotel so we tried there. They had nothing only shared facilities so we refused that.  The lady said to speak to the man in the doorway so we did. He told us he had a cottage adjacent to his house and it was available at $140.  He went to get his car and told us to follow him. You guessed it back to Gold Mine Cottages. It was very nice but far too many steps so we declined his offer. On our way back we noticed the sign for Camellia Corner which had been blocked before by a van parked in front. We were greeted by a very friendly lady called Christine and she had a room vacant for $135 including breakfast so we took it.  It was a self-contained studio with a double & single bed, kitchen & bathroom. When we came out she was waiting on the terrace with cheese, biscuits & tea.  She offered to book us on the Driving Creek Railway for the following morning. ($16 seniors) She recommended the Coromondel Hotel for our evening meal so that’s where we went. 

Wed 5th March

Breakfast was served at 8.30, again on the terrace because the sun was shining. It promised to be a nice day & it was.  We had cereals home made bread, jam, honey, warm rhubarb & yoghurt all were delicious.  The thing that made me feel like a little girl was the crochet doily with beads on the milk jug & the knitted tea cosies. You do not see them nowadays. At 9.30 we headed up to the railway.  This railway was built very lovingly by Barry Bricknell who was a teacher for 2 years and then decided he did not like teaching and became a potter. You can purchase his pottery here and he has become famous.  Later he decided to build the railway. It has taken 27 years to build and you can tell love has gone into every rail, bridge & walls made out of bottles etc. It was a very interesting morning.

We left there after lunch and arrived back at Gail’s at 6 pm. We did intend staying over in Katikati at the Panorama Country Lodge. Friends of Gail & Doug who have now returned to the UK spent their honeymoon here. Anyway Babs the owner had gone into hospital that day to have her gall bladder out so they were closed for business. We spoke to her on Tuesday and she told us to call anyway and her husband Phil would show us round.  It is the most beautiful place with a view high above the sea. They have orchards a swimming pool & we could feed the alpacas.  He gave us tea and a guided tour it’s a shame we could not stay there but never mind maybe next time. Phil & Babs took the plunge 6 years ago and bought this place and have never regretted it. 

I forgot to say Alan drove from Auckland to Thames and then I took over. I had to put my James Bond hat on again. The roads twist & turn and we went higher & higher until our ears popped. We stopped once in a while to look at the breathtaking scenery. Most of the time we had the Firth of Thames on our left with big drops making it a little scary to say the least. We came back down the other side so I let Alan drive this time although it was not quite as bad it still made me feel a little sea sick with all the bends.  The scenery here is awesome and makes you catch you breath as you turn the next bend. 

6th March

We have had a few busy days so thought we would relax today. I did the washing and then we went to Mt Maunganui. It’s a lovely drive along Beach Road where you have the ocean on your right and some fabulous houses on your left. We had a short stroll round the shops had a drink and who should we bump into but Gwen. She had come on the bus from Papamoa. It’s only $3. She had to change but if you show your ticket you do not have to pay again. She was going to the hot pools and they are at the other side of town to where she got off the bus. The reason being a lot of the roads were closed because a large number of children appeared to be having cycling lessons along Marine Parade. We gave her a lift to the pools and then we made our way to the beach, she said she would join us later.  We were able to park right next to the beach we had the chairs & brolly with us so we were all set. We sat watching the bathers & surfers for quite some time and we could see The Mount as well. The Mount is very popular you can either walk up it or round it.  Last year we walked round it in fits & starts. I think it took us about 3 hours. We returned home late afternoon dropped Gwen off at her Denise’s, called at the shop for something for tea and we will finish the night off in the hot tub.

7th March

Gail is due back today so thought we would tidy up a bit, get the washing done etc. I have got out of the habit of washing for 4/5 but it will be back to normal by this time next week worse luck, we leave here on Tuesday. It is supposed to be 50 years behind the UK in NZ but one thing I like about it here is their idea of vacuuming. There are holes in the walls where you connect a pipe with a tool at the other end and away you go.  It sucks the dust etc. into a large container in the garage. The only problem we have is we do not have a garage so I do not think we will be having one installed!!!! Gail arrived home about 12.30 so we left her to it and went to Bayfair, had some lunch & an ice cream. On our return we sunbathed in the garden so it’s been an uneventful day today. Will probably end up in the hot tub again tonight.  

8th March 

We had not made any plans for today because we had to return the hire car by 4.30. Ryan was playing cricket at Bethlehem so we said we would take him. He will be there all afternoon but he can get a lift back. We went to the shop first Doug wanted me to take some more photos of the shop and a movie as well. They have organised a party for tonight to celebrate our Golden Wedding so I will report on that tomorrow if I get the chance. We are off to Hamilton again to see some friends we met here last year. They now have a baby boy.

The party was great I think there was about 30 – 40  adults 12 children & some friends of Ryan’s came too. A lot of Gail & Doug’s friends have their families visiting so there was a mixture of generations and we were not the eldest there. It was a lovely evening so were able to be in the garden.  Everyone brought a “plate” & their own drink so there was a good variety of food. Doug did his usual BBQ of steaks, sausages, burgers, chicken, ribs etc we even had wild boar. We got some unexpected gifts for our Golden Wedding Anniversary which was very nice. They are small enough to pack & they made sure they were made in NZ. Gail, Doug & Ryan gave us a picture painted on canvas by a local artist of Papamoa beach with Mt Mauganui in the distance. This will be a constant reminder of where they live.

9th March. 

Left for Hamilton about 10.30 but had to call at the shop first. A friend, Anna who lives in Hamilton had phoned with an order so we went to get it on the way. There was a lot of road works so we did not arrive until 1.45 p.m. It was nice to see Sue & Stu again and see their baby who they have called Dantay.   Anna was there so it was good to meet her in person as we had only seen her on the web cam at Gail’s. The weather was lovely so we had another BBQ and spent the afternoon in their garden. We arrived back about 6 o clock. I think it will be another night in the hot tub later
10th March

We are not done much today will had to prepare to leave tomorrow. We had a ride into Mt Mauganui with Gail she is having Monday & Tuesday off work to spend as much time as she can to be with us. Going to The Rain Bar tonight, it’s Denise’s birthday but it will also be to say good-bye to all the friends we have made whilst we have been here. Marilyn & Denise’s family go back on Friday so there will be more tears then. 

11th March 

I got on with the packing without much enthusiasm it’s just not the same when you are packing to go home.  We picked up the computer I am glad that’s fixed so that we will be able to go on the web cam when we get home.  Gail Doug & Ryan took us to Tauranga airport about 7 0 clock you only have to check in 30 minutes before so we were early. We said our good byes and everyone who has done this knows the feeling.  It was a small 50 seater Q300 plane with propellers. I have not flown in one of those for years.  We boarded at 7.45 and were on our way at 7.50 on the dot. I wish all flights were like this. We had plenty of legroom it was a pity the flight was only 35 minutes long. We rang The Jet Park Hotel when we arrived and the courtesy car collected us within 15 minutes.  We were shown to our room then made our way down to the restaurant for something to eat at 8.45 so this was very good going. The meal was very mediocre considering we paid $25 each.  

12th March

We left the hotel at 9.30 am because we did not want to have breakfast here, once bitten twice shy.  They opened the check in at 10 o clock so after we had go rid of the cases we went to have something to eat. While we have been in NZ we have tried the Subway on a few occasions and I have to say they are good value for money.  We have them in the UK but we have never tried them.  We both had a summer subway special plus a drink it cost $9.70.  (£4) in total. You can choose from 6 fillings and add whatever salad ingredient to it.  Our flight left on time at 1.25 pm and it was going to be over 9 hours long.  We arrived at 6 pm Singapore time and as before we had wheelchair assistance. We asked them to take us to the Airport Lounge, it was now 7 0 clock.  We paid $17.12 for a shower & changed our clothes the price included toiletries, towels and a small snack & a drink.  For $30 you can have a 3-hour slumber stay, this includes a variety of food & drink. Both are good value for money.  They came back for us at 7.45 and took us to the Special Service Lounge as before.  When it was time for boarding at 11.55 pm we were taken straight through security and boarded first.  A few weeks before we travelled I emailed Singapore Airlines telling them it was our Golden Wedding in the hopes they might upgrade us as a treat.  It was a long shot but worth a try, we did not get upgraded but on the last leg of the journey we were presented with a card, cake & champagne which was a nice gesture.  We landed on time found our taxi so we are now back home again.

That is the end of my story I hope you liked it. 
