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PREFACE
This letter was written in response to the denial of the K3 visa petition to allow [spouse] to enter the US to be with her husband, [USC]. This letter outlines the extreme hardships that [USC], the US citizen, is currently experiencing as well as the extreme hardships that will result if [spouse] is not allowed to enter the US. These are some of the points about [USC]’s situation that will be explained:
· He has psychological problems resulting in Major Depression due to the absence of his wife.
· His psychological problems will be worsened if his wife is not admitted to the US.

· He will be unable to keep his job due to these mental problems if his wife is not admitted.
· His psychological problems would be worsened by moving to Peru.

· He will be unable to continue in his chosen profession unless his wife is admitted to the US.

· He has a very close relationship with his 60 year old father who suffers from a Manic-Depressive bipolar mental disorder.

· He has no relatives in Peru.

· He is unable to speak the Spanish language and would be unable to obtain a job or attend school in Peru.
· Few positions are available in Peru for a monolingual English speaking Software Engineer.
· He would be unable to pay back his debts if he moved to Peru.
· He would be exposed to many health risks in Peru with insufficient care available.
· Moving to Peru would take away all educational opportunities in his chosen field.
· He would be unable to return to the US in the future.

HARDSHIP TO THE US CITIZEN

If [spouse] is not admitted to the United States, [USC] would suffer extreme hardship. His mental, financial, and cultural conditions would prevent him from living in Lima, Peru with his wife. At the same time, he would feel compelled by the powerful forces of his complete marital bond to do so.

There are several interacting hardships:

CAREER

Currently [USC] is employed by [company] as a [occupation] with a yearly salary of $[dollars] USD. He has proven to be a very hard worker and reliable employee, thus his services are highly valued by his company and his position has the potential to continue for many years. As is evidenced by his current position, salary, and the respect and appreciation offered by his job, [USC] has a very promising future in both his career and his personal life.

If he were to move to Peru he would have no opportunity to practice his profession for a number of reasons. The most significant is that [USC] is unable to speak the Spanish language, and thus would have a very hard time even communicating his desire to have a job. Additionally, Peru is well behind the US in the technological field and job opportunities are limited. Even if [USC] could find a position that would allow for a monolingual English speaker, that position is unlikely to be available. Peru's high unemployment rate coupled with [USC]'s narrow area of expertise, as well as his lack of knowledge of the Spanish language, would make it exceedingly difficult that he would be able to find a job at all.

On the other hand, if [spouse] were not allowed entry to the US, [USC]'s position at [company] would be in jeopardy due to depression and mental anguish brought on by being separated from his wife. As a result of this separation, [USC] has developed problems with motivation and concentration that have resulted in a noticeable reduction in productivity. He also has trouble sleeping and cannot consistently arrive to work on time. His employer has been understanding thus far, but due to reduced productivity and time missed from work, they have made it known that if his behavior continues [USC] will lose his job [see attachement, letter from [company]]. 

PSYCHOLOGICAL

[USC] has suffered mentally as a result of being alone and separated from his wife for more than two years. His psychologist has diagnosed him with Major Depression [see attachment, letter from psychologist]. He has problems with normal day to day activities such as arriving to work on time, eating, and sleeping.

His condition has increasingly worsened thus far and will continue to do so if [spouse] is not admitted to the US. It is certain that his mental state will continue to degrade and lack of performance at his work will result in him losing his job. Losing a job in this way will leave him ineligible for unemployment benefits and also will make it more difficult to obtain work. This will be devastating to his career and he may not be able to continue to pursue his goals as a [occupation]. Furthermore, the added stress of being unemployed will even further degrade his mental health.

FAMILY TIES

Mental disorders run in [USC]'s family. Both his father and sister suffer with a Manic-Depressive bipolar mental disorder [see attachment, proof of father's mental condition]. His father, who is 60 years of age, suffers from pneumonia and has a declining mental condition. [USC] assists his mother in the care of his father. Without [USC]'s help his mother would suffer additional stress and would have a difficult time caring for his father.

Additionally, [USC] has a very close relationship with his father. If [USC] were to move to Peru it would increase his father's stress and worry and potentially worsen his condition. Without a doubt, when his father reaches a life threatening state of decline, [USC] wants to be by his side to offer a high level of assistance. If he would be unable to respond to his father's need when the time comes, the resulting mental anguish would put unbearable hardship on [USC] and further threaten his own mental health.

[USC]'s whole family resides in the US. In addition to his father, mother, and sister, [USC] has a 1 year old niece whom he would like to see often and has many local blood relatives that he maintains close relationships with: his grandmother and grandfather, four uncles, three aunts, and ten cousins. His extended family is even larger.

[USC] has no relatives in Peru.

It is also noteworthy that if [spouse] is not admitted to the US, she is likely to experience emotional decline. Separation has been difficult and stressful for them both. She is already feeling guilty about having caused her husband hardships. If [USC] had to abandon his country, family, career, and goals to move to Peru where he would be a foreigner unable to communicate in Spanish, it would only increase [spouse]'s depression. If [USC] could not move to Peru for these reasons and [spouse] were not admitted to the US, her emotional equilibrium would be expected to decline. Her depression would obviously impact [USC] negatively and exacerbate those hardships that he already would be experiencing.

In addition to the difficulties of moving and the stress of being away from his support system, the hardship that his loved ones would experience would only double [USC]'s anguish, which has already had detrimental effects on his mental health.

ECONOMIC

Very few [occupation] positions are available in Lima. Of those that are available, nearly all require high communication skills in Spanish. [USC] is unable to understand or communicate in Spanish, making the chances of obtaining such a position impossible. [USC] is currently supporting [spouse] in Peru. If he were to move to Peru he would be forced to take an extremely low-paying job outside his profession or be unable to support her due to his lack of Spanish and marketable skills in Peru.

Peru is an economically depressed country. It is unlikely that any job [USC] could obtain would pay more than $6,000 USD per year. To this date [USC] has outstanding loans in the combined amount of over $13,000 USD. [USC] would be unable to support both [spouse] and himself much less pay back his debts. This would negatively affect his credit in the US, causing serious problems if he were to return to the United States at any point in time.

Peru has no public healthcare system and what bit of healthcare that [USC] could afford is in no way comparable to that available in the US. Infectious diseases, especially tuberculosis, malaria, and cholera, are a major problem in Peru. Moving to Peru would expose [USC] to these and many other health risks with insufficient care available. The cost of medical evacuation to the US is estimated at $50,000 USD. Also, [USC] and [spouse] plan to raise a family. Mortality rates for babies and pregnant women are significantly higher in Peru than in the US. 

EDUCATION

There are very few courses available in Peru for [USC] to pursue his education in [occupation field]. Of those, even fewer are taught in English. However, it is unlikely he would be able to afford schooling if he were to move to Peru. [occupation field] is a fast moving field requiring constant study. Time away from this field would make it more and more difficult for [USC] to return to his profession.

[USC] currently has a very promising career and future in the US. While he would feel compelled to move to Peru to be reunited with his wife if she were denied entry to the US, this is not a feasible solution. Moving to Peru would be an extreme hardship and the setbacks that would result would be irrecoverable. It would not be possible to return to the US after living in Peru for an extended period of time as he would have debt, no money, and no career to return to.

SUMMARY

This couple have full plans for their future and are determined to spend their lives together. These plans include residency in the US, the generation of children, a shared religion, supportive relationships between the two families, mutual support in regard to educational and other life goals, etc.

Due to the absence of his wife, [USC] has found himself in the midst of an impossible dilemma that threatens to ruin not only his current situation, but potentially even the rest of his life. If [spouse] is not readmitted to the United States, he must decide if he is willing to give up his job, his credit, years of experience in his chosen profession, standard of living, and even quality of healthcare in order to be with [spouse] or if he will stay in the US, living thousands of miles away from his best friend, his wife. The consequences of both situations are dire. If he remains in the US not only he will suffer from the absence of his wife, but due to the ever increasing major depression, anxiety, stress and lack of direct physical and emotional support from his wife, both his job and his physical health will be placed in jeopardy.

At the same time, if he were to move to Peru, he would be able to support neither himself nor [spouse]. They would face the inevitable hardships of poverty, substandard medical treatment for [USC]'s psychological difficulties (which are likely to continue due to the stress of moving to a third world country), any pregnancy experienced by [spouse], and any other health concerns that arise in a third world country. Additionally, the time away from his field of work, loss of credit due to inability to pay back his debts, and job loss could affect [USC]'s future employability in the US, even if they are able to one day return. At the very least, it would be expected that [USC]'s advancement in his chosen field would be seriously hindered and his own ambitions never truly realized.

It is well documented that "family unity" is an important value unpinning the raison d'etre of the United States of America and that actions to "assure family unity" is part of the intent of US immigration law [for example see Title 8, Chapter 12, Subchapter II, Part II, section I, pp. 64 and 65]. It is a function of law to provide legal definition and recognition to this marriage between [spouse] and [USC] and it is clearly the intent of law to support the complex nature of marriage. 

Because this is a full and complete marriage with intense emotional, social, familial, economic, and spiritual ties, [USC]'s reciprocal bond with [spouse] must be granted great weight while assessing what would happen to [USC] if [spouse] were not admitted to the United States. All extreme hardships are built upon the base of significant, although usual, hardship. It is of note that [USC] misses his wife painfully, is uncertain and frightened about his future because it depends upon the status of his wife, etc. However, these are considered herein to be the backdrop for the other previously listed hardships that when combined and interacting are indeed extreme. The enormous strain of being separated from his wife constitutes a powerful hardship on [USC]. The other hardships, when added to this one, culminate in his being actually subjected to extreme and unusual hardship. The potential for this to worsen is certain if [spouse] is not allowed entry to the US.

If [spouse] is not admitted to the US, [USC] will be placed in the midst of an impossible dilemma. The marriage has occurred in its full sense and profound forces will move him to leave his homeland. Yet, if he goes to Peru, he will place himself and his family in jeopardy. Peru is economically depressed, has poor healthcare, and cannot provide [USC] with the educational or employment opportunities necessary for him to continue to pursue his career path. He would be placed squarely between his marital bond and his own survival. No one should have to make that decision.

Activities related to residing illegally in the US express an isolated and unusual circumstance for [spouse]. She is deeply repentant, a changed woman. The 17 year old who allowed herself to ignore the law no longer exists. She is goal directed, focused and thoroughly ethical and law-abiding. She presents no danger whatsoever to the interests of the United States of America.

Sincerely,

________________________    _________

________________________    _________

[USC]



     Date

[spouse]


     Date

