KEEPING IN TOUCH WHILST OVERSEAS:  A STUDY INTO THE SIGNIFICANCE OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS FOR MIGRANTS
As a student at Southampton University, England, my degree requires me to undertake a research project of personal interest. I have chosen to undertake an investigation into the importance of electronic telecommunications in allowing transnational migrants to maintain more connections with the country from which they emigrated.

It would be much appreciated if you would fill in the following short questionnaire by putting a cross in the relevant box or by typing a brief answer where stated. Please use your computer to do this, and then return the questionnaire to me as an email attachment with your initials in the title.  Thank you very much for your time.

1. Which country did you emigrate from?   

2. How long had you lived there before emigrating? (put a cross in the relevant box)
	( 1 year
	1-4 years
	5-9 years
	10-14 years
	15-19 years
	20+ years

	
	
	
	
	
	


3. Which country do you currently live in?

4. How long have you lived in your current country of residence?

	( 6 months
	6-12 months
	1-4 years
	5-9 years
	10-14 years
	15+ years

	
	
	
	
	
	


5. What were the reasons for emigrating to your current country of residence? 
	To be near family
	To be near friends
	Related to employment
	Personal desire
	Other (please specify)

	
	
	
	
	


6. How important are the following to you, in terms of being ways of maintaining contact with people in your previous country of residence :

	

	Very important
	Important
	Not very important
	Do not use it

	Internet (MSM*)
	
	
	
	

	E-mail 
	
	
	
	

	Telephone
	
	
	
	

	Traditional mail 
	
	
	
	


(*MSM is used via email to write to other people who are ‘online’ at the same time with immediate responses, like a conversation).

7. How often would you (on a general basis) use the following to maintain social relations in your previous country of residence : 

	
	Daily
	2-3 times 

a week
	4-6 times 

a week
	Weekly
	1-3 times 

a month
	Monthly

	Internet (MSM)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	E-mail
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Telephone
	
	
	
	
	
	


8. How significant are these telecommunications in maintaining contact with your previous country of residence? (1 = very significant, 5 = not very sigificant) 

	
	      1
	       2
	       3
	       4
	       5

	Internet (MSM)
	
	
	
	
	

	E-mail
	
	
	
	
	

	Telephone
	
	
	
	
	


If email was not available when you moved to your current country of residence, please go to question 11


9. How important do you feel these electronic communications with home were, during the transition to current country of residence? (1 = very important, 5 = not very important)

	
	      1
	       2
	        3
	       4
	        5

	Internet (MSM)
	
	
	
	
	

	E-mail
	
	
	
	
	

	Telephone
	
	
	
	
	


10. Has the frequency of communication (via email and the internet) to these people and others in your previous country decreased the longer you have lived in your current country of residence? 

	Yes
	
	Why?

	No
	


11. Do you feel that your links via electronic communications allow you to retain part of your personal identity with your previous country of residence that may have been lost otherwise?

	Yes
	
	If yes, go to question 13

	No
	
	If no, go to question 12


12. If you feel that your identity no longer lies in your previous country of residence at all, what roles do your electronic communications with home play? 

	Support
	

	Maintain social relations
	

	To have cross-border connections
	

	Other (please state)
	


Please read the statements below and put a cross in the box that most accurately corresponds to your view

13. As well as being part of a technical revolution, the internet and e-mail are also part of a global ‘social’ revolution.

	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	
	
	
	
	


14. Email is a welcome form of communication.

	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	
	
	
	
	


15. Putting cost aside, e-mail is as adequate as telephone communication.

	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	
	
	
	
	


16. The multiple ties and interactions linking people across the borders of nationstates  can be maintained to a greater effect through the existence of modern telecommunications.

	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	
	
	
	
	


17. Modern telecommunications have perhaps enhanced, rather than caused these cross border networks. 

	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	
	
	
	
	


What do you think of this statement?
Thank you very much for your time

Melsey
mjs101@soton.ac.uk 
