Part five 1st July, distance covered about sixty one miles, conditions good 

( a long day as it took about eleven hours to cover this distance )

Up and at it at four am, a quick brekkie and the anchor was up and we were away, no contact with the local coastguard as they don’t open until six am so we were on our own, the VHF was on and I was listening in for any other vessels crossing the bar

At inskip point just before the bar – totally pitch black with no moon 

[image: image1.jpg]



 Crossing the bar in the dark wasn’t as bad as you would think; I couldn’t see the waves so I just get on with it,

Waves in excess of two meters were breaking in the middle of the bar making this section very bumpy between wave points three and two but compared with the incoming crossing the week before I really didn’t think it compared 

Just as we passed wave point one, the first point the incoming approach we could make out five large yachts all light up at anchor awaiting day light in order to make the incoming crossing, at six the local coastguard announced that they were now “open for business” so we logged on advising them that we had already crossed the bar outward and were making for mooloolaba via double island point, no sooner had I finished speaking to the coastguard when two other vessels were calling us asking for conditions across the bar my reply being “its bumpy in the middle bit guys” which we then heard repeated as the official bar report for the next two hours as tin can bay coastguard advised other vessels taking the same route,   

Taken two hours later as deb took over from wide bay bar towards double island point just as the sun was about to rise 
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 Double island point light house 
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We sailed/motored south to mooloolaba the wind couldn’t make its mind up the forecast said south westerly which was good as the boat works well into the wind but it kept switching to a southerly which meant dropping the sails starting up the motor and chugging into the wind, the entrance to mooloolaba was much better this time as the dredgers had been working all week with the Port Fredrickson which we normally see working the entrance to southport seaway in the gold coast having spent a week shifting hundreds of tonnes of sand 

http://www.sunshinecoastdaily.com.au/story/2012/05/21/big-fred-back-finish-dredging/
we tied up again at mooloolaba marina checked the following days weather and yet again the wind was going to be excessive with a southerly expected to be in the twenty to twenty five knot region we accepted that the next day would be spent in mooloolaba harbour so we took the time to relax and started in the yacht club where we treated ourselves to a couple of buckets of iced corona’s 
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An excellent way to see the day out 

July 2nd Mooloolaba Harbour, distance covered less than half a mile ( filled up with diesel where the trawlers tie up ) 

Spent the morning in mooloolaba sea life centre
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Tied up yet again 
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Mooloolaba sealife centre
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Am I looking at him or is it the other way round? 
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Weird stuff in here 

[image: image13.jpg]



As night falls the sky takes on its multicoated role 
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Goodnight[image: image15.jpg]



