Michelle Bonner

2 Oakdale Avenue

Frodsham

Cheshire

WA6 6PY

07748 325481

File Ref.
: 

Dear XXXX

Further to your request for information in relation to the basis and length of the relationship between myself and my partner, Shane Gilbert I have attempted to provide exhaustive information demonstrating that our relationship has in fact lasted for a period longer than twelve months.  Additionally, this information demonstrates conclusively that we have lived together in a de facto relationship for at least twelve months of this time and are wishing to continue to do so.

To assist you in reviewing this information, I have provided a contents page.

I have broken the areas into those on the information sheet you sent me with your letter.

Financial Aspects of the Relationship:

Again, as with my previous submission to you, I have been unable to provide a lot of joint bills and purchases.  There are several reasons for this; 

  Shane owns the house in which we lived at 109 Quinlan Street, Brisbane.  This property was purchased (and furnished) three months before I arrived in Australia; previous to this Shane was renting in a place that would have been unsuitable for us both.  As the house was already purchased before my arrival, all the bills and legal documentation were written out in his name. To help with paying the mortgage, Shane also has a friend (Sally Cumberland, a Statutory Declaration has previously been to sent to you by her) living at 109 Quinlan St.  Having all the bills just in one persons name made keeping track of them between the three of us easier as well.

  As mentioned in our statements, we are planning on selling the house that Shane currently lives in and buying some land to build on.  This will be a joint financial commitment, the house and loan will be in both our names, with us both paying into.  To make this easier we have every intention of setting-up a joint account upon my arrival in Australia.  Shane has also looked into putting me on one of his credit cards, as having one bill for joint purchases for the house will be easier to monitor.  We have already looked into some land to purchase and are waiting for dividing rights to be issued so we can pursue our interest.

Nature of the Household:

  Again, as with our first submission we do not have a lot of Shane’s bank statements as he transfers all his finances onto Microsoft Money.

  Shane and I worked out a way in which our contribution to the monthly bills and purchases was practical and fair to both of us.  Often one person would pay for the groceries one week, the other person the next week, we used to go shopping together, usually on a Sunday and so this was easy to keep track of, individually getting fresh items or things we may have forgotten/ run out of during the week.  We would also often pay for different things, for example, I paid for the house to be sprayed from spiders and ants and Shane bought the chemicals for the swimming pool.  I purchased oil for the car one month, Shane would buy it the next month (the car is an old 4WD and constantly needed topping up with oil).  I might pay for the movie tickets, Shane would pay for the meal. I paid for the plants and fish for the pond we made, Shane paid for the liner and stones. For us, this worked out well.
Social Context of the Relationship:

  Neither Shane nor I have actual written wills, so we are not able to provide this as evidence.  After talking about it though, this is something we would be looking to arrange. We have made some enquiries as to how we could go about doing this, so that we can be named beneficiaries of the Will.  We believe that you can get Will kits from Australia Post, which we will be able to complete on my return to Australia.  Please find included my gym membership application, on which Shane is noted as my next of kin.

  I believe that in my original submission we detailed joint holidays to several places, gym membership and several Statutory Declarations from friends and family confirming our relationship is, in fact, genuine and ongoing.

Commitment to a Shared Life:

 Our commitment to each other is paramount.  We are hoping to marry in the UK within the next couple of years.  Since my original submission I have been collecting information on some possible venues from my local area. We felt that having some guides as to where we may like to get married would aid us when planning this from Australia, both to get an idea of where we might like, and also to gain an idea of costs, as we are planning on starting to save for this on my return to Brisbane.  My parents have been informed of our plans and we have both their blessings to get married, my mother has offered to help organise things, and has spoken to a friend who attends our local parish church in the hope that I would be able to meet with the vicar prior to leaving.

 I have managed to develop a very close bond with Shane’s daughter, playing an active role in her life.  I’ve taken her to netball on Saturday mornings, been to watch her swim at school and have regularly taken her to and from both school and friends houses.  I have taken her out with me shopping numerous times (including taking her out to buy Shane’s birthday and Christmas presents), taken her friend and her to the swimming pool at the weekend and spent time with her doing things.  I helped her enter a Disney Channel competition, which she won (a trip to Melbourne). 

Whilst her mother is still around, I do get on with her and she is completely aware of our plans.

In relation to the other issue regarding my medicals, I can confirm now that they have been despatched directly to the Australian High Commission, London.

I do hope that the information and evidence I have provided herein will be sufficient to grant my visa for travel and permission to live in Australia.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if there is any further information I can provide.  

We thank you for your continuing assistance in this matter.
Yours Sincerely

Michelle Bonner

